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Peace of Mind with Chieftain Fabrics

In the UK last year over 30,000
people contracted a healthcare
associated infection thanks to the
proliferation of bacteria such as
MRSA and C-Diff. However, many
of these infections can be avoided
using preventative measures.
Many hospital pathogens are
transmitted via surfaces in contact
with the skin or hands. Surface
disinfection is the first port of call
in many healthcare cleaning
regimens.
However, it is vital that this
disinfection is carried out correctly.
Unfortunately, recent studies have
revealed that only 28% of surface
disinfections are executed properly
and effectively. Clearly, further
measures are essential in the fight
against these powerful bacteria.

Chieftain Fabrics are made to the
highest specification possible. We
take care to use only the best
quality ingredients so as to ensure
our products stand up to the most
challenging of environments.
We include in our recipe a
well-known Swiss antimicrobial
ingredient, Sanitized ™, a highly
reputable brand that has proven
extremely effective in disease
control.
Surfaces treated with Sanitized ™
provide a useful addition to an
intensive cleaning regimen ensuring
that surfaces will not support
bacterial growth. This antimicrobial
ingredient has proven highly
effective in preventing bacterial
growth such as MRSA, E coli
amongst others.
All of our Chieftain ranges are
made with Sanitized, which provide
a valuable addition in the fight
against harmful bacteria and ensuring that potential hospital acquired
infections are reduced.

Light Reflectance Value

Light Reflectance Values are the best way to
measure contrast between surfaces such as
walls and ceilings, doors and seating etc All
fabrics, paints and materials have an LRV
marked out of 100 points. To meet require
ments, there should be at least a 30 point
variance in LRVs between adjacent surfaces
such as floors and walls. This is a legal
requirement since the Equality Act 2010.
Having the correct knowledge of LRVs is
vital for the design of care homes, especially
for patients who have dementia or for those
who are visually impaired. Colour plays an
important role when designing for care
homes as it affects a patient’s mood and
ability to navigate.
Contrast sensitivity is a common visual issue
and making clear, high level contrast is one
of the most important factors when designing
for these patients. The level of contrast
between surfaces such as walls and ceilings,
doors and seating etc. is invaluable in giving
clues to the visually impaired as to the shape
and potential navigation of a room.

Cleaning Procedures

In order for our fabrics to endure for as long as possible, looking as good as
new, it is essential that they are cleaned correctly.
Incorrect cleaning methods may result in cracking, splitting and a general
worn look on the fabric.
Vinyl fabrics should be cleaned regularly. We recommend cleaning with
warm water and a mild detergent with a sponge or cloth. A soft brush can
be used for heavier soiling.
It is vital that the fabric is completely dried after cleaning .
It is also possible to clean Chieftain vinyl fabrics with a 5% bleach
solution.
Products suitable for cleaning leather should never be used on vinyl fabrics.
They can dissolve the protective lacquer layer which means that the fabric
becomes hard and brittle.
Also, care should be taken with lighter colours of vinyl fabric. Low quality
dyes from denim jeans or dark fabrics can transfer onto the vinyl fabric and
can be difficult if not impossible to remove.
Once these steps are taken, Chieftain vinyl fabrics should last a long time,
looking as good as the day they were made.

Anti UV
It is important to ensure that all fabrics specified for you Care
Home have Anti UV properties.
This is especially important for buildings with a lot of windows,
or for furniture that will be both indoors and outdoors.
Without Anti UV ingredients the fabric will fade over time from
exposure to direct sunlight. This will cause your fabric to discolour
and in some instances crack or peel.
All of our ranges have extra UV additives to ensure that this
won’t happen.
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